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Abstract

This study treats the Yijing as an analytical grammar of transformation under uncertainty, not as a source of
prediction or political legitimacy. It identifies six strategic dimensions (relational power, timing, positionality,
transition thresholds, post-success correction, and rights-bounded legitimacy) and positions them against
adaptive governance, gradual institutional change, veto-player theory, and institutional diversity, testing three
discriminating predictions that these theories do not make. To reduce textual selection bias, the analysis tests
supportive hexagrams against two negative pairs (Peace/Stagnation and Opposition/Conflict) and a post-success
control pair. The resulting Institutional Strategic Transformation model is operationalized through six indicators
coded on a transparent 0-2 scale and examined across three Moroccan cases: advanced regionalization, the shift
from RAMED to AMO-Tadamon, and the parliamentary configuration announced in the provisional results of the
23 September 2026 election. Royal arbitration is treated as a structural variable of institutional balance.

The cases show that legal recognition does not produce effective capacity without resources, information, and
deadlines; that evaluation may precede legal correction without proving causation; and that the announced
electoral redistribution does not eliminate coalition dependence. Turnout fell from 50.86% in 2021 to 38.08% in
2026, sharpening the problem of responsiveness and trust; a pre-registered protocol is therefore set out to test
opposition effectiveness once the government is formed. The study concludes that legitimate balance is neither
static compromise nor a rationale for delay: it is the recurring constitutional capacity to turn counter-signals into
reasoned decisions and revisable outcomes. The findings are conditional and exploratory; they neither claim
historical Chinese influence on Moroccan institutions nor infer decisive causality from three cases.

Keywords: Yijing; Book of Changes; strategy; adaptive governance; institutional balance; Morocco; advanced
regionalization; AMO-Tadamon; 2026 legislative election; parliamentary opposition.
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Tze-Ki Hon, “Chinese Philosophy of Change (Yijing),” in The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Fall 2023 ed., ed. Edward N. Zalta and
Uri Nodelman, https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2023/entries/chinese-change/; Richard Rutt, trans., Zhouyi: The Book of Changes
(Richmond: Curzon Press, 1996); Edward L. Shaughnessy, Unearthing the Changes: Recently Discovered Manuscripts of the Yi Jing and
Related Texts (New York: Columbia University Press, 2014); Richard J. Smith, The I Ching: A Biography (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 2012).

3Richard John Lynn, trans., The Classic of Changes: A New Translation of the I Ching as Interpreted by Wang Bi (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1994); Geoffrey Redmond, trans., The I Ching (Book of Changes): A Critical Translation of the Ancient Text (London:
Bloomsbury Academic, 2017).

“Richard Wilhelm, The I Ching or Book of Changes, trans. Cary F. Baynes, 3rd ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967).
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Donald Sturgeon, “Chinese Text Project: A Dynamic Digital Library of Premodern Chinese,” Digital Scholarship in the Humanities 36,
suppl. 1 (2021): i101-i112, https://doi.org/10.1093/1lc/fqz046.
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6Carl Folke, Thomas Hahn, Per Olsson, and Jon Norberg, “Adaptive Governance of Social-Ecological Systems,” Annual Review of
Environment and Resources 30 (2005): 441-473, https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.energy.30.050504.144511.

" James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen, eds., Explaining Institutional Change: Ambiguity, Agency, and Power (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2010), https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09780511806414.

8George Tsebelis, Veto Players: How Political Institutions Work (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002).

%Elinor Ostrom, Understanding Institutional Diversity (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005).
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Wilhelm, The I Ching or Book of Changes, hexagram 11: “The small departs, the great approaches”; hexagram 38: “In small matters, good
fortune.”

11Xu Shen #ri#, Shuowen Jiezi ;R 3Cfi#%, entry 2, Chinese Text Project, https://ctext.org/shuowen-jiezi.
Wilhelm, The I Ching or Book of Changes, hexagram 49: “Ko / Revolution (Molting).”
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